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E come now to the authoritative tranflation of the Holy 
Scriptures, which was accomplifhed in the reign of 

James the Firft, and which was the only good effect of the 
Hampton-court conference, and the only .point wherein the 
contending parties agreed. On the fecond day of that con- 
ference, Doétor Raynolds, the principal fpeaker for the Puri- 
tans, moved the King that a new verfion of the Bible might be 
undertaken; and the reafons afligned by him for his motion 
were, that the tranflations which had been allowed in the reigns 
of Henry the Eighth and Edward the Sixth were corrupt, and 
that other exifting tranflations were not conformable to the 
truth of the original. The King anfwered, that he had never 
yet feen a Bible well tranflated into Englifh, and exprefled his 
wifh that the moft learned men in both univerfities would en 
gage in the work; which, when reviewed by the Bifhops, 
might be prefented to the Council, and then receive the fanc- 
tion of his authority: That fo the whole national church 
might be bound to that verfion, and not be permittted to ufe 
any other. On the fuggeftion of Bifhop Bancroft, marginal 
notes were forbidden. In 1604, 54 learned men of Oxford, 
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Cambridge, and of other places, were commiffioned to cone 
fer together, fo that nothing fhould pals without a general con- 
fent, and every meafure be adopted that might contribute to 
the perfetion of the undertaking. 

The number of actual tranflators was reduced by death to 
47, who were divided into fix clafles, according to the follow- 
ing arrangement: “ Ten were to mect in Weftminfter, and 
to tranflate from the Pentateuch to the end of the fecond book 
of Kings. Eight, aflembled at Cambridge, were to finifh the 
teft of the Hiftorical Books, and the Hagiographa. At Oxe 
ford, feven were to undertake the four Greater Prophets, with 
the Lamentations of Jeremiah, and the twelve Minor Pro- 
phets. The Epiftl:s of St. Paul, and the remaining canoni- 
cal epiftles, were allotted to another company of fevenat Weft- 
minfter, Another company of eight, at Oxford, were to 
tranflate the Four Gofpels, the A@ts of the Apoftles, and the 
Apocalypfe. Laftly, another company of feven, at Came 
bridge, had affigned to them the Apocrypha, including the 
Prayer of Manafich.”” In this appointment it was intended 
that the divines employed fhould not be too many, left one 
fhould trouble another ; and at the fame time, that they fhould 
be fo numerous as to prevent any important obje& from cfcap- 
ing their attention, The Prelates were likewife enjoined to 
inform themfelves of fuch learned men in their feveral diocefes 
as had knowledge of the Hebrew and Greek tongues, and had 
ftudied the Scriptures; and the King’s pleafure was fignificd, 
that their obfervations fhould be fent to one of three perfons 
fixed upon for the purpofe of receiving any occafional com- 
munications, 

For the encouragement of the tranflators, provifion was 
nade that they fhould be promoted to ecclefiaftical benefices, 
as opportunity offered ; and in the courfe of a few years, feven 
of them rofe to the epifcopal dignity. ‘To invigorate their 
ardour, and to accelerate their fpecd, the Bifhop of London 
informed them, that his Majefty was not fatisfied till the work 
was entered upon; and that his royal mind rejoiced more in 
the good hope which he had for its happy fuccels, than for the 
peace concluded with Spain. Notwithitanding thefe induce- 
ments, the tranflation was not actually begun till early in the 
year 1607; and indeed it muft have required a confiderable 
degree of previous preparation. Certain rules were pretcribed 
to be carcfally obferved in the undertaking, the generality of 
which were judicious and proper, though te a few of them, 
perhaps, 
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perhaps, objeions might be made. It was likewife the King’s 
pleafure, which had been fignified to the Vice-Chancellor "of 
Cambridge fo early as the 13th of Auguft, 1604, that befide 
the perfons employed for the Hebrew and Greek, there fhould 
be felected three or four of the moft eminent and grave divines 
of the univerfity, to be overfeers of the tranflations, and to fee 
toit that the rules laid down were ftri€lly regarded. 

Nearly three years were employed in making this verfion, 
the progrefs of which was not a little retarded by the death of 
a Mr. Lively, a Cambridge {cholar, upon whom the weight of 
the work greatly refted, on account of his {kill in the Oriental 
languages. It is to be regretted, that the memory of a man 
of fuch eminent literature, and whofe affiftance was of fo 
much confequence in this great undertaking, fhould have funk 
into almoft total oblivion, 

When the tranflation was finifhed, two perfons were chofen, 
to refine and polifh it, from each of the joint companies 
which: had aflembled at Oxford, Cambridge, and Weftminfter, 
The two from the Cambridge companies were Mr. John Boys, 
fellow of St. John’s college, and Mr. Andrew Downes, Greek 
profefior ; who daily met their fellow labourers in Stationers’ 
Hall, London, and in nine months completed-their tafk. Laft 
of all Bilfon, Bithop of Winchefter, and Dr. Miles Smith, 
who from the beginning had been very active in the affair, 
again reviewed the whole, and prefixed arguments to the feve- 
ral books. Dr. Smith, who, for his indefatigable pains in the 
work, was {peedily advanced to the Bifhopric of Gloucefter, 
was ordered to write the preface. Mention is made of a chief 
overfeer and tafkmafter, under his Majefty, to whom not only 
the tranflators, but alfo the whole church, was much bound. 
The perfon intended was probably Archbifhop Bancroft. 

The Englith divines, who in 1618 were commiflioned to 
attend the fynod of Dort, delivered a paper to that aflembly, 
containing an account of this matter; which in fome few cire 
cumftances differs from that already given, It is faid in par- 
ticular, that after each individual had finithed his tafk, twelve 
men aflembled in one place, and revifed the whole; and only 
feven rules are mentioned as prefcribed to the interpreters ; 
whereas there is the moft authentic evidence that the rules 
were fourteen in number, 

In the year 1611, every thing was completed, and that ver- 
fion of the Holy Scriptures was publifhed by authority, which 
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has fince continued to be the national ftandard*, It was a 
great work, highly to the honour of the kingdom, and the 
nobleft exhibition of the theological knowledge of our coun- 
try which the reign we are treating of afforded. When, howe 
ever, we caft our eyes on the lift of the perfons concerned in 
it, we find, comparatively, but a few names that have been 
handed down with any extraordinary reputation to pofterity. 
The moft diftinguifhed are thofe of Dr. Andrews, Dr. Overall, 
Mr. Chaderton, Dr. Raynolds, Dr. Smith, Mr. Downes, 
Mr. Boys, Dr. Barlow, and Mr, Faireclowe. By Mr. Faire- 
clowe, was certainly meant Daniel Featley, of great celebrity 
in his day for his talents at difputation, efpecially againft the 
Papifts. Though the reft are now fcarcely known, they were 
undoubtedly deemed the beft {cholars of their time; and fome 
of them might be as truly learned as thofe whofe fame has had 
the good fortune not to be obliterated, 

Various characters have been given of this authoritative 
tranflation of the Bible; fome highly in its praife, and fome 
pointing out its errors and defects. On the whole, its merit 
muft be allowed to be very great. When it was made, our 
language was in the perfection of its manly and genuine fim- 
plicity, and was in fuch a ftate as admirably to coalefce with 
the idoms and conftruction of the original. Our national 
Bible conftitutes, as it were, the ftandard of the Englifh 
tongue, and has eminently contributed to the prefervation of 
its purity. But, notwithftanding its general excellence, there 
are certainly many things in it which are highly objeétionable. 
A variety of paffages are, without queftion, wrongly tranflated ; 
and there are numbers of places in which the language might 
be rendered more correct and elegant, without departing from 
its native fimplicity. Hence there have been various demands 
for another verfion ; and thefe demands have, of late years, 
become more frequent and importunate. A tiew verfion of 
the Scriptures has been called for by the moft refpectable 
names; by fuch names as a Kennicott, a Lowth, a Blayney, 
a Campbell, a Hodgfon, a Wintle, a Geddes, a Wakefield, a 
Symonds, and a Newcome; all of whom (not to mention 
others) have, by their learned labours, afforded admirable fpeci- 
mens of what improvements might be made ina public re- 

vifion 

* Though we have not negleéted other writers, it ought here to 
be mentioned, that we have been particularly indébted in our nar- 
rative to Bifhop Newcombe’s « Hiftorical View of the Knglith 
Biblical Tranilations.” 
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vifion of the Bible. There cannot be a fitter time for fuch 
anundertaking. ‘The found literature, the critical {pirit, the 
enlarged unde srftanding gx of the prefen it age, together with the 
late extenfive collation of manufcrij pts, would give every ad~ 
vantage to Meh accomplifhment of the defign. 

A question will arife, whether there fhould be an entirely 
new tranilation of the facred writings, or only a revifion of 
the old one. We hefitate not to declare, that we are of the 
latter opinion. Let every miftaken place be corrected, and 
every defect of pe ve be removed ; but let there be no alte- 


rations inerely for the {ake of i When what is faid 
is well ex; preile d, oa as to fenfe and words, why fhould it be 
altered ? The amendments, likewife, where neceflary, fhould 


coalefce, as much as poffible, with the chafte and fimple lan- 
guage of the prefent authorifed verfion. 

Another literary undertaking was formed in King James the 
Firft’s reign, of far inferior confequence, but which, however, 
muft not be paffed over without notice. Vhis was the inftitu- 
tion of the college at Cnelfeae It confifted of a Provoft and 
nineteen fellows, amor ng whom no Bifhops were admitted ; 
and the particular defign of it was, taat learned divines fhould 
be employed, as occafion might require, to write in fupport of 
the religion profefied in the “kingdom, and in confutation of 
thofe by whom that religion fhould be attacked. Great pains 
were taken by Matthew Sutcliffe the firft Provoft, to carrythe 
fcheme into execution ; and the King wrote letters to the 
Archbifhep, and through him to the Bihops, exhorting them 
to forward the work. For the building cf the college, col- 
lections were made in all the parifhes of England, notwithe 
ftanding which monies came in flowly, and very {mall fums 
were communicated. Objections, too, were urged againf 
the inftitution in general, as not founded on aay apparent 
caufes of neceflity or ulctulnels. After lublifting fome years 
ina feeble and ineficacious ftate, it was at length diflolved 5 
nor can the diflolution of it be confidered as having beena 
reai lofs to the public. The feheme was originally framed on 
too narrow 2 plan, being wholly devoted to religious controe 
verfies, and efpecially the controverfies with the Papilts; for 
the dilcuffion of which there was no occafion for an extraore 
dinary eftablifhment. Not to mention the two univerfitics of 
Oxford and Cambridge, divines were feattered through the 
whole kingdom, who were amply fufficient tor objects of this 
kind, 

(To be continued) 
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GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For MARCH 1795. 





FRANCE, 


HE French nation returning more and more to fenti- 
ments of humanity and moderation, exhibit in this cons 
duct the dawn of peace. It is not now, from the reftoration 
of monarchy that peace is to be expeéted with France, but the 
eftablifhment of the republic; anu this is td be eftablifhed 
only by the univerfal prevalence of juftice. A fyftem of tere 
ror, a dictatorial power, was deemed neceflary while the ene- 
mies of France prefled her hard on every fide: They are 
foreed to recede; the French are freed from their fears; 
order begins to return, and a natural defire to breathe from the 
¢alanities of war, and enjoy the fupreme blefling of peace. 
Thus the allies gain their object, if the tranquillity of Europe 
was indeed their objet, not by fuccefs, but defeat. 

That the people of France are now in a temper tending to 
pacification, cannot well be doubted: But two important quef- 
tions arife, With whoin are the allies to treat; and on what 
terms? With regard to the firit of thefe queftions, it was faid 
at firft, What ! treat with murderers and ufurpers of thrones! 
and diminifh the reverence for crowned lieads among all na- 
tions! It is now faid, all things in France are in a ftate of 
anarchy and never-ceafing Auctuation—one man, or one party 
of men, tyrannifes to-day, and another to-morrow. Any 
peace, or negociation for peace, that might be entered into 
with the rulers of the day, might, and probably would, be fet 
afide by new minifters, ever prone to depart as widely as pofli- 
ble from the maxims of their predeceflors, On the other 
hand, it is contended, that the Convention, the exifting go- 
vernment of France, is a plenipotentiary appointed by the 
will of the people to terminate the war, after fixing the revolu- 
tion, What fignify the changes which take place in govern- 
ments when a treaty is concluded with the people to whom 
thefe governments belong, and whofe intereft is peace ? But 
the grand queftion is; What fhall be the terms of peace? 
‘The French declare for making the Rhine the eaftern boun- 
dary of the empire 5 yet, at the fame time, they pretend toa 
reftitution of all the places that have been taken from them in 

‘the courfe of the war by Great Britain. Thefe are certainly 
very humiliating terms. And to thefe, whatever the conti- 
rental powers may do, Great Britain moft afluredly never will 

Q fubinit ¢ 








fabs 
ficic 


iflar 


. ee oo fo 


cs, 


nti« 
SON= 
tion 
the 
hed 
tere 


DC= 


S53 




















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 287 


fabmit: Not but that fhe has foreign eftablifhments of fuf- 
ficient variety and extent, without ‘the French Weft India 
iflands, and without Pondicherry ; but fhe could not poffibly 
make fo great a facrifice as a reftitution of captured iflands, 
and a total dereliction of the Seadtholder, without lofing na- 
tional honour—without finking in the efteem of foreign na- 
tions ; and, what is worfe, without finking in her own. 

It has been afferted, that the Convention, in order to fecure 
undifturbed pofleffion of all the feventeen provinces, have 
made an offer of Hanover to the King of Praffia, and of Ba- 
varia tothe Emperor. All this feems, at firft fight, not unfea- 
fible : But what would the ftates and Princes of Germany fay 
to this? What the Kings of Sweden and Denmark? And, 
above all, what the Emprefs of Ruflia? But, even without 
thefe arrangements, will it be poflible for the allies to drive the 
French out of the Low Countries, if they fhould obftinately 
determine to retain them? The fituation of the confederates 
is truly arduous; but likely to become more arduous fill, if 
the French republic, to victory abroad can add juftice at home. 

The profoundeft as well as the nobleft and moft liberal po- 
licy that France could obferve would be, to reftore the Nether 
lands, Belgian liberty being fecured, tothe Emperor; to with- 
draw their army from Holland, and to allow the States Gencral 
to govern themfelves as they pleafed ; and to infiit, in a general 
pacification, on the redintegration and political independence 
of Poland. So great an example of juftice and moderation 
would fecure the nafcent republic by barriers ftill ftronger than 
rivers and mountains; by the admiration, the atta .chment, and 
boundlefs confidence, of the human race. But thisis a flighe 
to which even the refinement of the prefent age is not yet 
equa il. 

The French, at the fame time that they thew fymptoms of 
a pacific difpofition, carry on war with unremitting vigour by 
feaand land. A fquadron of fix or eight fhips of war has 
been detached from their*grand Brett fleet, probably to the 
Eaft Indies, ‘Fheir arms have reduced Navarre in Spain, and‘ 

almoft all Catalonia. On the fide of Germany their move- 
ments point ftill to an attack on Mayence, the reduction of 
which place would open a pafiage even to Vienna. Hainau 
and Frankfort, farther inland, are indeed fortified towns; but 
there the ground rifes into heights and hills, and gives every 
advantage to a’ befie eging g army. 

If the French nation, intoxicated with fuccefs, fhould pur- 


fue further conquelt, and like the Romans, attempt to fubjugate 
all 
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all nations under the veil of admitting them as friends and allies 
of the republic, the powers of Europe fhouid enter into a ge- 
neral confederacy, upon a plan purely defenfivee They fhould 
not attempt to penetrate into the interior of France, but con- 
fine their operations to the external hoftilities of impeding 
commerce and fupplies, and cutting off fuch parties of the ge- 
neral enemy as might invade the territories of their neigh- 
bours. 


oS? A t's 


The kingdom of Spain, fertile and of great extent, penin- 
fulated From the reft of Europe, and fituated at the junction of 
the Mediterranean and Atlantic ocean, if natura! prerogatives 
were more powerful than moral habits, would feem to be def- 
tined for univerfal empire: And on the career to this, in the 
joint reign of Ferdinand of Arragon and [fabella, they fcemed 
to have entered with a profpect of fuccefs. 

The difcovery of the Weft, and of a paflage by fea around 
the Cape of Good Hope to the Eaft Indies, prefented oppor- 
tunities of acquiring fortunes otherwife than by the flow pro- 
cefs of regular induftry. Patient labour was exchanged for 
romantic adventure. Manufactures dwindled, agriculture 
languifhed, the felfifhnefs of commerce and colonization was 
introduced, bigotry expelled the Morefcoes, and the Jews po- 
pulation was diminifhed, and the amor patria loft in a {pirit of 
individual felfifhnefs—ftill the point of honour, and the high 
military {pirit of Spain remained : Surviving the diffolution of 
fo many virtuous habits, and qualities. 

It is inftructive to mark the procefs through which nas 
tions go on to wealth and importance, nor is it altogether 
unprofitable to notice the (hades of their decay ; the grada- 
tions by which they fall, Itis the nature, the proper province 
of literature and philofophy to approximate, by the clo(e affinity 
of generalization, circumftances, fituations, and events, the 
moft remote in place and time.—T he Spanifh nation, the no- 
ble Spaniards, we are indeed truly forry to obferve, appear now 
almoft to have finifhed their political career.x—The caufes by 
which they rofe to grandeur are generally known: Nor is it 
the prefent defign to illuftrate or comment on them. It is not 
the growth of Spain that now arrefts our attention, but the des 
cay.—For the purpofe of abftraction let us ftep eaftward to 
Greece, nearly in the fame latitude. 

‘The modern Greeks, without the leaft political importance, 
and funk in flavery to a military government, retain but little of 
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their original chara@ter. “The gradations by which that charac- 
er faded away are clearly difcernible in their hiltory, and ex- 





hibit to the attentive eyea fubjectof {peculation of great curios 
fityandimportance, The progrefs of commerce, the r laxation 
of manners, grat ually undermined the virtue and the patriotifm 
of the leading ftates of Greece. Si mies modefty, tem- 

perance, ind luitry, 3 and good faith, fled firft: The laft of the 
virtues that took its fl ght was military Ain: zood faith ftills 
remains among the Spaniards in their dealings with f foreigners ; 
Military honour and ‘valour are on the wane. The accurfed 
yenality and felfifanefs of commerce pervades Spain—the com- 
mercial part of that kingdom, like the democrats of the 
United Provinces, confider themfelves as citizens of the world, 
and prefer individual gain to the glory of their count sik The 
Catalonians are the lait of the Spaniards.—They are willing 
to defend Catalonia, and the capital, Barcelona, on a very fin- 
gular condition ; That they may not be obliged to receive 
the aid of the regiments of Caftile, and other parts of Spaia. 
Thefe particulars require no illuftration—the Spanith governs 










meat begins to totter. 
I - A L ae 


The Italian ftates exhibit fome fymptoms of revivifcence— 
there is a fpirit of political inveltig: ution in that country, But 
there are no flaves who reafon, nor tyrants who enquire. 


G ER M A WN Y. 


Preparations for war are ftill going onin Germany. The 
has in vited his iudje eéts to make a voluntary loan on 
terms highly advantageous to the fubfcribers.—The ordinary 
mode of raifing money by taxation is not equal to the exigency. 
It would not be prude nt, in thefe times, even fora defpotic 
Monarch, to prefs fo heavy aload of taxes on his {ubjects as a 
continuance of the war would render neceffary. Re courfe is 
had to fair népoliati 9. And thus homage is paid to the rights 
of the people. — Taxes, it may be faid, muft be impofed for pay- 
meat of the intereft—but the Emperor, as far as in his power, 
lleviates thefe by the private wealth and domains of bis fa- 
mily,—He oe not think it proper to make any fuch fevere 
-xactions from his fubjects as were made, on fundry occafions, 
by the late Kine of Pruffia. 
Vor. XXV.635 2X POLAND, 
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Emperor 
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Although the good and great King of this unfortunate couns 
try, if the epithet Great may be applied to high talents and vir- 
tues ftruggling hard and overpowered at laft by adverfe fortune, 
be a prifoner at-Grodno, and a Ruffian General for the prefent, 
reigning in Warfaw, it is not to be believed that the mighty 
kingdom of Poland is for ever erafed from the lift of nations, 
Ruffia, Auftria, Pruffia, cannot long agree about their fhares 
in the plunder. The French have every motive that can in- 
fluence politicians and men to remember Poland in the peace of 
which it is too probable they are to be the principal dictators, at 
Jeaft on the Continent of Europe : Though not, we hope and 
believe, to Britain. And if it fhall be found poffible, according 
to the defire and defign of the Court of Conftantinople, to in- 
troduce into the Ottoman armies the military tactics of Europe, 


TURKEY and RUSSIA. 
The Turks on the plains of Poland, may raife the ftandard 


of refiftance to Ruffia. The Emprefs has, from the coms 
mencement of the prefent war, amufed the confederates with 
hopes of affiftance. There is no ariflocratrix, or defpot of 
any denomination, but would knock a nafcent republic in the 
head, if they eafily could—Perhaps the Emprefs entertained 
the hope that this would be done by the confederated powers 
by whom France is furrounded.—Will not the eaftward pro- 
grefs of the French alarm the jealoufy and fear of that politic 
Princefs for the permanency of her power in Poland. 


DENMARK ad SWEDEN.’ 


If the Czarina at laft take any part in the war, it will proe 
bably be to fend a fleet into the North Seas, in order to reftrain 
the Danes and Swedes from furnifhing fupplies to the French. 
—Undoubtedly freedom eftablifhed in Poland, would be for- 
midable to the government of Ruffia—which is not indeed 
caleulated for long duration, either by natural caufes or moral 
inftitutions.—Peter the Great was reckoned a wile Prince ; 
yet certainly it is impoflible long to unite a defpotic govern- 
ment with progrefive improvements in arts and fciences, 
‘Phe Roflian empire is like Nebuchadnezzar’s image, com- 
poled of heterogeneous matter. It mutt, by and by, mouider 
into pieces.—Kufiia has iadeed, in the courfe of little more 
than half a ceatury, made wonderful exertions ; Becaufe the 
has 
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has been able to unite the promptitude of feudal authority 
with military tactics, and all the advantages thatthe moft re- 
fined nations can derive, either in politics or war, from the 
arts and fciences—but the plenitude of feudal power and the 
influence of arts and {ciences cannot long co-exift in the fame 
empire. Cardinal Richelieu inftituted the French academy in 
order to fecure the throne by diverting the reftlefs fpirit of the 
French from political matters, But that academy introduced 
a fpirit by which the throne has been fubverted—the Czar 
Peter was not a whit wifer than the Cardinal Richelicu.—We 
underftand that we have nota few more profound and confiftent 
politicians in our own country than either of thefe illuftrious 
charaéters.x—Among the more zealous friends of ecclefiaftical 
eftblifhments and feudal prerogatives, a jealoufy has arifen of 
Sunday {chools. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


In the courfe of the prefent month, the event that has moft 
powerfully folicited the attention of all the fubjeCcts of our 
own country, in whatever part of the world refiding, is the dif- 
contents of the Roman Catholics, that is, a great majority of 
the people of Ireland: Difcontents embittered by difappoint- 
ment. If a man, or a minifter, will boldly refelve to be 
equal, juft, and upright, throughout the whole of his conduct, 
he will never be embarrafied: A plain road will always lie be- 
fore him: But it is often a nice and difficult thing to mingle 
liberty with oppreflion, juftice with injuftice. How coulda 
total emancipation be granted to the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land, and withheld from the Catholics, and the Diilenters too, 
of Great Britain ? But why was not this confidered in time ? 
Why was the Earl Fitzwilliam fent to Ireland with authority 
to hold out hopes of total emancipation? Says Mr. Pitt, no 
fuch authority was given to him.—What will a plain, blunt 
man, who has no great command of phrafeology, fay to all this ? 
Why either that the minifter is—or the Earl a fool. It is 
generally thought that Mr, Pitt, withing to draw in Lord Fitz- 
william and his friends into the noofe of adminiftration as weil 
as himfelf, had fpoken ambiguoufly to his Lordthip on the fub- 
jet of the Catholics, trufting that he would not, for difap- 
pointment on one head, forfeit the pleafing pofleffion of a high 
and gainful office. 
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The Catholics are indignant, anin ated, and unite dj and 
give vent to their fentiments in various declarations and relo- 
jutions. A ferment this, certainly not without da langer. 

Under this circumftance of alarm, added to fo many other 
caufes of public regret and apprehenfion, Mr. ox moves in 
Parliament an inguiry into the ftate of the nation. Three 
years of defeat, dilatter, ani cifgrace, have proved, either that 

the fyftem on which minifters have acted has been bad, or that 
their own conduct has been weak. If their conduct has been 
good, the fyftem that was not to be maintained even by good 
conduct, is bad. Nothing could be more fair or conclufive 
than.this argument, But Mr. Fox’s motion was negatived by 
a great majority, on the ground that, in times fo critical and 
dangerous, inquiries of this kind would be vexatious to govern- 
ment, and divide and diftract their attention from their duty. 
in times of profperity there is no caufe of inquiry ; in times 
of difafler inquiry would not be prudent. ‘The order of the 
day is HUsH ! But is this the language of a free conftitution? 
No! In all fuch predicaments liberty raifes her voice, cries 
aloud, and fpares not—** Palinurus nods—but have a care 
how you behave to him. He will hold the helm with {till lefs 
fteadinefs if you difturb him,.”—W ould this reafoning fatisty 
an Englith fhip’s crew ? It might provoke them to heave Pa- 
linurus overvoard, 

It is a pity that ftatefmen fo feldom anticipate the progrefs 
of opinion, and to adopt their reg pesations more than they do to 
future occafions. “Thus we might have retained America; 
thus we may yet, perhaps, retain pir land 5 and thus p: olongs 
or years, our power in India. Endeavours re. very lauda- 


— 


’ , . ; 

ly, been made to found our power in India on the bafis, if not 
of perfect moral reciit (for, in gocd diets shidiie impolh- 
ble,) yet ona coniiderabie degree of utility to the natives as 


well as ourfelves, Yet, fo unfortunately do little and paltry 
ideas fometimes mix themfeives with great Cor cerns, that a de- 
mur about granting certain reafonable claims to the Company’s 
oiicers, among the Directors, might have endangered our fet- 
tlements in Alia, by alienating ‘ 
that body by whom alone we hold them; if the miniftry, and 
particularly the Prefident of 
no deubt, by the firm though re{peétful tone in which the depu- 
ties from the officers in India fteadily urged their claims, 
wilely refolved to act towards our eaflern armies, in all the dif- 
ferent prefidencies, with a liberality worthy of the nation. Ie 
could not undoubtedly be for ever endured, that in the midtt 
of 


the confidence and affeétion of 


a 


: board of Controul, imprelied, 
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of affiuence enjoyed by civilians and other adventurers, they 
alone fhould be in want throu 
h 


uch whole means our Aijatic pot- 
ad been originally acquired, 





feilions were preferved, and 


The HISTORY of an unfortunate ROYAL CAPTIVE, 
(Continued from Page 269.) 
YP ODERIQUE was poffefled of a large fhare of effrontery, 


ZX over which he wore the femblance of placidity: This 
coolnefs of manner, which affects perpetual complacence, is 
well adapted to the ceremonious circles of polifhed fociety, in 
which no pure emotion of the foul is fuffered to appear. 
From behind this mafk, fupercilious vanity often hurls her 
fhaft at the modelt mind, who receives it, and ftruggles to con- 
ceal the pang, while the laugh goes round at the expence of 
fenfibility. But here Roderique fhould have chofen a more 
nobic manner of cherithing the tender bloflcm of friendthip 
which f{pontaneoufly fought a place in his bofom. He fat, 
though night was far advanced, as if refolved 1 fhould leave 
him matter of the focial field. ‘The refpect I owed Emily and 
her father forced me to obey. I was flowly taking leave, 
when this witty genticman enquired, {neeringly, “ If I was 
not afraid of {pirits ??— 

“© Not if they happen to be gaily drefled,” replicd L with 
fan x froid. 

“© Suppofe you were to mect one drefled like me, Mon- 
fieur ?”” 

“ T could not furcly fear fo delicate a form !” 

“© | am happy to hear you have fo much courage; I only 
meant civilly to inform you, that 1 walk in my fleep—Hah, 
hah, hah 1? 

“ It fhould be the care of fome loving friend, Sir, to cure 
you of that troubicfome trick.”’— 

Roderique frowacd—lI continued 

“ Were you to be led only once into our horfe-pond, 
Ithink you would ever aiter lie quiet in a warmer place.” 

“ And who,” {aid he fiercely, “ would have the bravery to 
lead me there?” — 

& Your nurfe.”— 

Roderique looked down, played with his watch-chain, and 
Emily politely wiihed us a good night. 1 
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In fpite of my refolves, and all the felf-denying rules I had 
prefcribed to my heart, I felt a pleafure in not leaving her with 
our new gueft, 

My guardian commended me to repofe. I went tofeek it; 
but love ftruggled with my fenfes. 

Our family were not yet rifen, except Emily, who had left 
her apartment, and tripped into her father’s park. I obferved 
the took a friendly peep at my poor Mayo, who was now in- 
dolent from age, and for whofe :epofe a little cot was erected 
near the park gate. 

Unnoticed I followed the lively maid, faw her ftoop, and 
admire the humid flowerets, and heard her congratulate the 
Jark as the Heaven-loving fong{trefs afcended from her downy 
chamber. 

The fun had fcarcely drawn up the grey ather from the val- 
lies ; and the fhepherd, who was flowly winding the diftant hill, 
appeared through a mift. His hands were folded athwart his 
bofom, his Jong hair fell on his fhoulders, and his faithful dog 
crepthumbly behind him. Happy clown ! Who would not 
give their grandeur for thy vacant eafe? He kept his path, 
approached Emily with ru(tic diffidence, and bowed as he 
patied ; but the amiable girl would not fuffer him to go un- 
welcomed by her morning offering y fhe opened her purfe, re- 
quefted him to partake of its contents, and curtfied as fhe left 
him. For “ his eyes lack’d luftre, and his locks were grey.” 

Giving her time to advance before me, I queftioned the 
venerable peafant ; the man that could claim Emily’s atten- 
tion was worthy mine. 

He told me his fon was a foldier at * * * * * *, that he now 
jay ill in an hofpital there, and if he could but get him cicared, 
Anna, he was certain, would recover with gladnefs at her 
brother’s return.— What ails your Anna? will money or 
advice relieve her £”” 

“ No, no, Sir, fhe does not much mind money. And, as 
for advice, fhe does not care to take it. I have faid to her, 
that reading the Bible can hurt no one, but fhe reads about 
things I don’t underftand.” 

«¢ Why, ina fituation where labour is fo neceflary, does 
your daughter watte her hours ?” 

This ill-natured queition difagrecd with my underftanding 
and tafte. I was not illiberal enough to confine fpirit to 
fituation; Nature often exalts one above the other, but I was 
willing to hear how he would defend his Anna—He replied : 

© QO, Sil, 
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«¢ O, Sir, the labours as much as I do through the day, in 
{pinning and what not, and reads when fhe thould take her nae 
tural re{t—what is night for, Sir, but to fleep ?” 

« Hem ! to meditate—and mourn!” faid I. 

« But there !”—foft’ning his voice, “ Anna cannot fleep! 
—there muft be fomething wrong in it. Poor Anna I hope 
will find a better world !” 

He drew his hand over his cyes; the fuffufion could not be 
concealed—TI turned myfelf round.—When a man wifhes to 
hide his emotions, it is at leaft unrefined to ftare at his ftrug- 
gling features—Emily had fet me an example of generolity, 
I followed it ; the peafant was grateful inthe warm language of 
nature, and went on. 

The charming girl, with all her enthufiafm for the beauties 
of nature, was fearful of ranging too far to contemplate them 
—fhe turned back, was alittle {urprifed at feeing me fo near 5 
but, foon recovering, that irrefiftible eafe, which graced her 
every moveaicnt, fhe addrefled me with a {mile— 

“ TJament the violence you have done yourfelf, Sir, in rifing 
before nine o’clock. Your late ramble fhould have infured 
you repole, cfpeciaily as we were up laft night 





© To the ftill hour when fairies make their ta 
s¢ And dance to mufic of a beetle’s wing 


© And why did Emily leave her tranquil pillow, while the 
filken bands of flumber are allowed to told the fenfe of the 
happy ? to rove unnoticed, to drink alone the fragrance of the 
{pring is the privilege of amind carelefs of the world, But 
Emily has brighter fcenes before her; Emily fhould tafe 
every guiltlefs pleafure, while protected and prized by a ge- 
nerous father.””— 

“ J do: My youthful hours glide {mo othl) ly; fheltered by 
his paternal love, [ knowno richer bleffi 

“ A bleflingI have never known !”’ 

«© My father would think your reflection unkind—he has 
taught me candour. To his ‘noble and man ly fentiments [ 
owe my ideas of fterling virtue, and my contempt of hypo- 
crify; whofe baneful web not only enfnares the innocent, but 
too often entangles her own practitione ‘rs.—W hat great bufi- 


Ange _—_. 


nefs is doing inthe world, Sir? or what mighty good will 
mankind attain by infincerity with om ather ?”” 
: ~wF Se 
“ Our paffions, Emily, are often dangerous; we are obliged 


to conceal them, fearing their effelts | may prove fatal to the 
caufe 
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caufe of virtue; and, even in this laudable concealment, we 
may appear infincere.”’ 

“ Right—there I willallowa virtuous mind to prefcribe 
for itfelf !”— 


(To be continued.) 


Monthly Agricultural Report for March. 


ff ton cool, dry weather which fucceeded the thaw, and 
now continuing, has been a material benefit eve to the 
wheat plants, fo often drowned and frozen, but which are 
daily improving in colour. Thofe fortunately ploughed in, 
have, however, much the advantage of the late harrowed in 
plants, the roots of which were much expofed to the varying 
feverities of the feafon. 

The Lent corn fowing, though late, has proved lefs unfa- 
vourable than was generally expected ; the backwardncls « 
vegetation is much in its favour. 

The very early fown beans have every where rotted.—T! 
Jater ones beginto thew themfelves promifingly. 

The barley countries are in the height of fowing, andt 
Jands laid tolerably dry, work well for the feed. 

The fens are yet in no condition for oats, nor is it ex- 
pected that any extent can be fown this fpring, from the lan 
already drained, drying, and capping fo faft. 

The clover plants are found to have (uffered much in r off 
of the dift:icts throughout the kingdom. 

The cole feeds intended for crops are almoft generally cut 
, only a few later fown ones remaining; the prices are there- 
fore ftill advancing. 

The winter tares are much cut; but the ryesare ia ge 
healthy and vigorous. 

The graziers have been general fufferers through t' 
Jong feverity of the winter; many of the p:incipal on 1 
Leicefterthire, Norfolk, Effex, and the Welt of Engiand, 
have been compelled to fend their beafts halt fed to market, 
having exhaufted all their hay, turnip>, and other {tover, 
long before the breaking of the froft. We augur from this 
the deareft fpring for good beef that Smithfield ever ex- 
perienced, 

Lean ftocks of all kinds are dear. Epping Foreit is well 
ftored at prefent for the home diftriét.—Hay and ttraw cou- 
tinue {till advancing in price. 


9 REFLECTIONS. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


j Y mifery be the effect of virtue, it ought to be reverenced; 


if of ill-fortune, to be pitied; and if of vice, not to be 
infulted, becaufe it is, perhaps, a punifhment adequate to the 
¢rime by which it was produced. ‘The humanity of that man 
can deferve no panegyric, who is capable of reproacbing a 
criminal ia the hands of the executioner. 

Senfibility, with all its inconveniencies, is to be cherifhed by 
thofe who underftand and with to maintain the dignity of their 
nature. To feel for others difpofes us to exercife the amiable 
virtue of charity, which our religion indifpenfably requires. 
It conftitutes the enlarged benevolence which philofophy in« 
culcates, and which is indeed comprehended in Chriftian cha 
rity. It isthe privilege, and the ornament of man, and the 
pain which it caufes 1s abundantly recompenfed by that {weet 
fenfation which ever accompanies the exercife of beneficence. 





Anfwer, by V. W. of Dunfler, to F. B. Chivers’s Queftion, ine 
ferted Fanuary 5 


APPY Chivers, who can regale 
His friend and felf with nappy asg 

While Boreas blows his freezing gale, 

From cafk* (much like unto a drum) 

He draws his liquor, ftrong as mum ; 

Bright as amber, and, oh! for tafte 

’ [would make a Bacchanalian featt. 

His cellar ftor’d behold him free, 

To weicome either you or me, 
* Depth 23,094 -+ inches. 
Diameter, 32,659 + inches. 
Contents, 68 gallons and 5 pints. 





Anfwer, by Fofeph Bulgin, of Cafile Cary, to Sobrius’s Exizmay 


inferted Fanuary 126 


ND when your dark enigma’s told, 
The SAND icfurely will unfold. 
*+* We have received the like anfwer from Tyro, and 
W. Hawkins, of Crediton; W. Critchill, of Sydling; and 
Tyro, of Totnes. 


Vou. XXV, 635, 2¥ Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Tyra, of. Grediton, to G. R.’s Rebus, inferted the 12th 





of Fanuary. 


i Bair initials when they are right combin’d, 
GRICULTURIST comes to mind. 


t*{ We havereceived the like anfwer from R. Retallack, 
of Wadebridge; and Tyro,and Noah Coles, of Crediton, 

















4n ANAGRAM, by Hermes, 


[geet fages of renown, © 
With care fele& an Effex town; ~ 
Tranfpofe it, and it will prefent 

A very noble inftrument ; 

Again trar{pos’d, a mournful found ~ 
May inftantaneoufly be found; 

One letter add, then truly range it, 
And you into a fruit will change it. 













A REBUS, ly & Smith, of Briftol. 


N Englith poet firft pray name ; 
A foreign bird that’s much admir’d; 
An Englifh Gen’ral known to fame; 
A foreign {pice is laft requir’d : 
The initials join’d will plain exprefs, 
An ufeful part in woman’s drefs, 

















4A REBUS, by D. Gill. 
A‘ eaftern tyrant bring to view, 


Subdu’d by Tamerlane ’tis true; 
A King of Thrace pray next difclofe, 
Who flain was by his Grecian foes ; 
Next namea patriarch of old; 
An ancient prophet now unfold; 
A well-known fhrub be next exprefs’d; 
A Theban King fam’d for inceft ; 
And laft a beaft of prey pray tell: 
The initials join’d 1 know full well 
Wilito your view reveal a city fair, 
Where firft I drew the vital air, 
9 POETRY, 











14) 




















Reflections on the Addrefs to the Author of “ Wanton Satire.” 


AD is the fate of him condemn’d to love, 
Who breathes the warm effufions of his heart ; 
The ftings of ridicule he’s doom’d to prove, 
And doom’d by ev’ry {cribbler’s pen to fmart. 


Whence then, harmonious harp ! the mighty crime 
** To proftitute your pen”’ in beauty’s caufe? 
To fing fair innocence in youthful prime, 
And clear the imputation malice throws ? 


Ceafe adverfe harp—melodious difcord ceafe, 
And all your ‘* harmony in duft lie low.” 

‘Tune not to war the inftrument of peace, 
Pray ferve not poor Apollo’s mufic fo. 


At Candour’s bar let your reflections reft, 

For public Candour douabtlefs deems you right, 
Love ** wakes to agony the female breatt, 

And the pale cheek attracts the poet’s {pite. 


How clearly your conne&ed couplets fhow 
That love and verfe in martial combat flame ! 
How friendly in your sumé/e numbers glow, 
The rofe of beauty, and the bluth of fhame ! 


Like a proud eaftern monarch’s humble flave, 
Fitted Love’s {weet fenfations to defy, 

Tho’ female virtues he is curs’d to brave, 
He fill is jealous—yet he knows not why : 


Thus beauty roufes you to hoftile rage, 
And panegyric robs you of your peace ; 
While keener fatire only can affuage, 
And /ui/ your pangs, and bid the tempeft ceafe. 


Inverted - mind! The offended mufe’s dread ! 
Nor dulnefs range in jingling array, 
By rancour pointed, and by folly fed, 


Oblivion confecrate your ** ‘ita 


wonted Jay ! 

































The SIGHS of the HEART. 


De was the night, and o’er the fluent main 
With founding wings horrific tempeits {wept, 
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When Myrare-affum’d her artlefs ftrain, 
And as fhe fang full heartily the wept. 


Her fong, th’ effofion of pure iove alone, 
Abforb’d in tendernefs her melting foul ; 

Each ftring fhe finger’d warbled toa tone, 
That trom her bofom delicately ftole. 


Return, fhe fang, Oh! rofy featur’d youth, 

No more oa Neptune’s realms benighted Rray ; 
Remember all thy facred vows of truth, 

That fill’d the pathos of thy bridal lay. 


Recall the fond, ineffable delight 

That rafh’d impetuous through thy glowing veins, 
When to your arms I took my rapid flight, 

And there found eafe to Love’s diffufive pains. 


To wail thine abfence, fpeedily I rife, 
Ere Hefperus precedes Aurora’s car, 
At eve I ftrain my ever anxious eyes, 
Wide o’er the feas to view thy bark a-far. 


Thy portly form in all my dreams I fee, 

‘Thy vermeil cheeks, keen eyes, and raven hair, 
Ruth on my fight, but with the morning flee 

As {wift as dew drops vanifh into air. 


Awake, I view thy portrait on my breaft, 
Bathe it with tears enamour’d o’er and o’er, 
Kils it, delightedly, then fink to ref, 
And pray the Gods thy prefence to reftore. 


Oh! launch thy bark, the thirft of wealth contemn, 
_ Come, harbour fafely in thy confort’s arms, 
Come, leave to avaricious hoards of men 
Mines unexplor’d, which op’d, fhoot dazzling charms; 


Come, tafte the raptures of domeftic joy, 
Come, view thy living images of love, 

Come, and th’ allotted hours of life employ, 
‘Th’ valu’d graces of the mind t’ improve. 


Enough has thou fuftain’d of warring winds, 
Long have thy locks imbab’d the midnight dews, 

Long haft thou felt diftrefs of different kinds, 
Deplor’d by me, lamented by my mufe. 


Come, and may heavenly benifons attend 
Thy agile paflage to old Engtand’s fhore, 
For thou alone art my endearing triend, 
My toul’s delight, and all my earthly fore. 


WILLIAM ST. JOHN. 
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